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When so many superior drawings are almost daily published, it may appear 
presumptuous in an unknown, and (as far as drawing is concerned) self-taught, 
individual to intrude his trifling sketches upon the public. Accustomed for some 
time past to take sketches of such village churches as came under his notice 
(several of which he believes have not been before published), he has indulged a 
hope that some of them might be acceptable to others, though he is well aware 
how much they would have been improved had they been placed in the hands of 
a professional person. 

The Author requests indulgence for any errors he may have committed when 
speaking of dates and styles, as he has no pretensions to the character of an 
Antiquary or Architect ; he has therefore only endeavoured to give such notes as 
may be useful to the general reader. 



Tetbury, Gloucestershire, 
May, 1843. 
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CHILDREY CHURCH, 



BERKSHIRE. 



REV. S. WHITTINOHAM, D.D., RECTOR. 



The village of Childrey is about three miles from Wantage. 

The Church of this village is particularly interesting from the number of 
brasses it contains : it is dedicated to St. Mary, and consists of a nave and chancel 
of equal breadth, with transepts, and an embattled tower at the west end : on the 
south side of the Church is a porch, within which is a doorway with circular head, 
having dog-tooth ornaments. Tradition says that the nave, chancel, and north 
transept, were built by one of the family of Frethorne, who were lords of the 
manor of Chelreye in the early part of the fourteenth century. In the east wall 
of the north transept, is a piscina with an almery above it, and an opening com- 
municating with the chancel. In the windows are considerable remains of stained 
glass, representing the Salutation, the Adoration of the Magi, the Crucifixion, and 
the Ascension. Under the north window, beneath an ogee arch ornamented with 
ball-flowers, trefoils, and crockets, lies the efligy of a crusader in mail and surcoat, 
having a lion at his feet ; this is supposed to represent Sir Edmund Chelrey, who 
possessed the manor after the family of Frethorne, and died seised of it in 1372. 

The south transept, or St. Catherine's chapel, is larger and more lofty than 
the north ; in this transept was an oratory founded by William Fettiplace (a. d. 
1526), in honour of the Virgin Mary, the Holy Trinity, and St. Catherine. Tha 
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CHILDREY CHURCH. 

windows are richly ornamented with stained glass, though chiefly composed of 
fi*agments : the roof is supported by corbels, carved with angels holding shields ^ 
in the east wall is a piscina with a stone shelf, and an opening into the chancel. 
On the floor is a slab, having brass plates, with the recumbent effigy of a woman 
in a shroud, above which is a representation of the Trinity, and the following 
curious inscription in raised letters : 

^altet of manltmti, <D (Soti in Crsnste 
®f t^sn ttgt mtxqst Stant me t^tct ton 
Cfiat for ms ^otole ctestj^e a vaVmnt Sc aut 
Saug^t^ to Ctom^0 SSiSaltonti taptcttli lie se name of Jfone 
VSSLiU tofien s tn tfie toorlti lebtli to Hott Sbttmg^hon 
Cfie jseeonli tias of ApTe tetut paMiti Sc lesti f^txJ gue 
Cter alter ctotolict metes ILotli grant tern to tabe anu 
®litttt0 anno tini milUm ..*... septimo 

Against the south wall are brass plates, with figures of a man and woman, 
each kneeling at a desk ; above is a representation of the Trinity ; in the man*s 
mouth is a scroll, 

5anet teata trtnitact miserere notts. 

In the woman's mouth, 

beata et glortocta trtnttact miserere notict. 

Beneath the figures is the following inscription : 

JQere untier t^at martle cttone next before ti^e smage of Sbtnt Mtg^ell restitfi 
t^e bolisect of Cfiomad &2Ealron1i, gentleman ^ 9lliee f)t0 tosf liaug^ter of ^ici^olaa 
IBnglefeni totie^e Sltee 1ieee00e1i t^e . • . lias of « . • . t^e sare of o^ 
lorli Mcccc & Lxxvn ic tje 0eft Cftomag \itttMti je xvi iiau of Septemtre, 
pe ser of oe lorlr mcccc & lxxx on tof)O0e 0ouir Sf)u tabe mes. 9lmen. 



CHILDREY CHURCH. 

Against the pier of the arch dividing the transept from the nave is a monu- 
ment of dark grey marble, on which are brasses of a man and woman rising from 
their tombs ; on a scroll issuing from the man's mouth are the words, 

ILiitxa noBf Mint noBf iuntifita no», ® bta txinitM. 



In the woman's mouth is a scroll, 



Sancta Cttnttact, unusi IBtw, miBtxnt notict* 



In the chancel are three sedilia of equal height, with plain trefoil-headed 
arches and slender columns. On the north side of the chancel is an altar tomb 
under an ogee arch, beneath which is a segmental one, and in the spandrils are 
foliage and animals ; the whole is richly ornamented with trefoil-headed arches, 
and was formerly enriched with pinnacles ; there is neither eflSgy or inscription. 

On a dark blue slab within the communion rails are brass plates of a man in 
armour, and a lady in a close dress, with a girdle round her waist and a head- 
dress with lappets ; the label from the man's mouth is nearly destroyed, having 
only the letters <!^nin lluUd) .... fr*om the woman's mouth proceed 
the words. 



et 0em9 atimtot all 



claniacin. 



Above is the representation of the Trinity, and below, this inscription : 

®f sotor it^axiU yras for ft^t 0ob)le of So^n iS:snse0ton ^nnuitx ctonne anii 

aigin mmtstat to Xotn Ksnge^ton tfie tosriie forctasli Sofin liqitst' from t|)t0 

tratwjstors Igfe f^t xvj liaB of aptsU in tj^e set of otoer lort itid mv^'xiiij ^ for 

tfte 0otole of Su^an fjte tosfe tfje toscje tieptBti from tjw trangatori? l^fe t^t 

. • . ti^e set of otoet lotti mv« anti on toj^os^ 0ob)lU0 Sfu 
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CHILDREY CHURCH. 

On the floor of the chancel are the following brasses : 

1. A figure representing a doctor of laws in his robes ; on each side is a 
circle, with an angel holding a scroll ; beneath is this inscription : 

®f So^ Ottatitte pras Cot tfie Sbo\x>U of IStsan Stoo0 lioctot of latoe mtsrat 
pison of t$t0 d^urc^ s^ totic) tiece^cteti s^ xxx iras of Ausu^t t^e set our lotti goti 
mocccccxxix on b)|^0e ctoule flu tabe m^ amen. 

2. Brass figures of a man in a long close robe, and a woman in a close dress, 
with a head-dress parted at the top, and foiling in folds on each side. The in- 
scription is imperfect : 

I juste jatrt SliiSaimiet aSiSalronli QtntxomB qui tmi 

MiUm cccc« Sc dSlijafietiTuxo anno iiii laiUmo 

cccc^ 

3. A very large slab, with figures of a man and woman under rich canopies : 
the man is in armour, with surcoat and mantle, on which are his arms ; his feet 
rest on a lion: the woman is in a robe and mantle, also having coats of arms on 
them ; she has a head-dress of net-work, and her feet rest on a dog ; the hands of 
both figures are elevated in prayer, and from their mouths issue labels with the 
words, 

®mite0 SH ®i:ate pro nofiict. 

The dresses of the figures are filled with lead, and beneath them is the following 
inscription in raised letters : 

JiiStr mtnt {12S(llm0 J^igtrftttnt Armtg^ tt Bna. iSUfabetf) uxor tm tt ^ulia 
nx* Bni Sof)e0 King .... xailitiB nui ^em SSSUlmd obitt xiu liie xatnut 
fiSLuCii 9lnno Bni m^'ccccxliiu tt Bnk (Sliiait^ oiiit . . . Iiif menjete 
ti*, ^ni M<»cccc« .... %usn' aiibfi ppcietur li . . . . . 
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CHILDREY CHURCH. 

Round the stone is the following inscription : 

iSt Ktiw nimV mhiuttt tic 9O0ttu0 

8!!aillm0 ^itV jFunlietne fuit * betteratug 

iSttmine iton bictu0 (oncttlu) Que rattus 

Soni0 gratu(tt0 tpiit natuta beabtt 

Sor0 0u&limab(t unliiqie fottuttt^ 

<!Suam 0poii0arat tetam datam tioct¥ Q'^e beta 

itsnge^ton ISltjabetiTti^ loc^ un^ j^abet 
^MB tfior^ abm(0<t un' lapt^ iatt xtlinit 
®ranbt0 matmore' f^iia mi^ntxt lieud 
®00a tegtt plana yetra Qb 0it ontbiana 
IHit tmppm mencto spitttuu 
®ta0tta~bu 'petat Ituc fflrtrgottf bitbtott 
CiiStUmi btett bita btebt^ beetat 
^nn* mtUen' Quat' %^ <tt ptetiere 
(St Quater unben' tuc ^ubiere fete 
X0tae Qut pperm pebibtus tmBttnW ab atact 
dFfunbe p'ee^ eara^ dint fmii 0npli 
Sbi 9tto0 le^mtnt bel O male pttittetut 
9llti0 xpe tamen paee fruantttt. Amen* 

4. The figure of a priest on a brass plate» and round the stone part of an 
inscription : 



ntme proptetetut beu0* 9lmen. 



In the chancel are memorials to John Bruges, s.t.b. Rector, who died 
December 12, 1731, aged 69; to Carew Reynell, S.T.B. Rector, who died 1754, 
aged 66; and James Beaver, b.d. Rector, who died February 2d; 1840, 
aged 80. 
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CHILDREY CHURCH. 

The chancel has been payed with encaustic tiles, chiefly patterns of circles, 
roses, and grotesque heads, a few of which remain. The font is very ancient and 
curious ; it is of lead, divided into compartments, in each of which is the figure of 
an abbot ; it is circular, about ten inches deep, and stands on a plain shaft the 
same diameter as the font. 

The President and Scholars of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, are patrons of 
the living. 
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HARWELL CHURCH, 



BERKSHIRE. 



REV. HENRY CHETWODE, VICAR. 



The village of Harwell is on the road fix)m Wallingford to Wantage, nearly 
midway between each place. 

The Church is large, and consists of a nave with aisles, transept, and chancel ; 
a porch on the south side, and a vestry : at the west end is a plain tower, contain- 
ing six bells. 

The general character of the architecture of the nave and transepts is of the 
latter part of the twelfth century ; that of the chancel would appear to be of the 
middle of the next century. The arches which separate the aisles from the nave 
are perfectly plain, and slightly chamfered from the face of the wall ; the pillars 
are massive and circular, with foliated capitals. The transepts are divided from 
the nave by similar arches, the windows are narrow lancet, with the addition of a 
square window of the fifteenth century in the north transept. 

The chancel is separated from the body of the Church by an open screen 
under a pointed arch, the moulding of which is continued down the wall ; and, on 
each side, where the capital of a pillar would be, is a grotesque figure of a woman, 
with a serpent, or dragon, biting her shoulder. On the south side of the chancel 
are two stone seats, under plain ogee arches, also a double arch, divided by a 
detached pillar, a piscina being under the western arch. On each side of the east 
window is a bracket, supported by a human head. 
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HARWELL CHURCH. 

The walls of the chancel are ornamented with small paintings : on the north 
side is David playing on his harp ; on the south Abraham offering up Isaac, and 
on either side of the east window are Moses and Aaron, with angels and 
cherubims. At the comer of a window, on the north side of the chancel, is 
the figure of a man seated, holding a jug, with a crust of bread on the top of 
it, his head resting on his right hand. 

The font stands at the west end of the nave : it is large and circular, quite 
plain, and stands on a square base, cut off at the upper comers ; the diameter of 
the basin is twenty-one inches, and the depth thirteen inches. 

There are no monuments in the Church deserving particular notice. 

Sir John Chetwode, Bart., who is lord of the manor, is patron of the living. 



EAST HENDRED CHURCH, 



BERKSHIRE. 



REV. C. WHAPSHARE, BECTOB. 



East Hendbed is a considerable village between Wantage and Wallingford, about 
five miles from the former place. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Augustin, and is an irregular building, con- 
sisting of a nave, aisles, and chancel : at the east end of each aisle is a chapel, that 
on the south being the burial place of the Eyston fomily : there is also a porch on 
the south side of the Church, and at the west end a square tower, with open 
parapet and pinnacles of the fifteenth century. Each aisle is separated from the 
nave by four pointed arches resting on short columns, having circular capitals 
ornamented with foliage : the arches are very plain, with bold outside mouldings, 
finished with human heads. At the east end of the north aisle is a handsome 
arch, forming a recess in the wall, and near it is a very large bracket, formed into 
a grotesque head. In the south wall of the Church is a circular arch, but no 
tomb. The font is a plain octagon, with shaft and pedestal of the same shape ; 
the basin is twenty-one inches diameter and twelve inches deep. 

The chancel is divided from the nave by an ugly wooden screen, painted blue. 
On the south side of the altar is a handsome trefoil-headed arch, with a stone shelf, 
beneath which is a piscina, under a pointed arch : a wooden lettem also stands in 
the chancel. 
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EAST HENDRED CHURCH. 

On the floor of the chancel were formerly two brass figures, of which only one 
remains, beneath which is the following inscription : 

Wt mtnt l^entuud iSnisdlep $c ISoserus isnis^les fftatn ems 
q'ntlm mtatotes iatV btUe qui q^em Hosetus o&ttt xxvu lite xatrtB^ 
iaiustt0tt a® Bnl M^ccccxxxix qr amfijj ppteief ietuai. ame. 

There are also memorials to the Rev. George Cuthbert, Rector, who died 
June 16, 1710, aged 67; to Dr. Michael Geddes, who died April 12, 1713, 
aged 66; and to the Rev. George Woodward, b.d., who died May 5, 1790, 
aged 81. 

The Eyston Chapel is divided from the chancel by two pointed arches, rather 
depressed, resting on a slender clustered pillar: within the chapel is a small 
piscina. The most remarkable memorial in the chapel is a brass, having the 
figures of a man and woman, with four sons and one daughter, and the following 
inscription : 

Eystonvs gelida iacet hac svb mole ioannes 

A 

Spbs miservm generis gratia plebis amor. 
Nec tamen hic totvs : sola hic svnt ossa petivit 

Mens c^elvm mvndvm gloria corpvs hvmvm 
Iana Bvringtonia db stirpb creata^ remansit 

Spe vidvata, svo iam vidvata viro 
Natos tres (vivos) natam solamq. reliqvit. 

CoNivGis hoc conivx pignvs amantis habet 
Hvivs AD exemplvm bene vivere discito (lector) 

Et bene si DISCES vivere DISCE MORI. 

I^e t(etea0et( tfie 3 lias of fiHsixt^ 1589. anno ^tatw 58. 

feet iuckes. 

The entire length of the Church is .... 92 

The breadth of the nave and aisles together . • 33 9 

Ditto of the chancel 18 3 



1SPARSHOLT CHURCH, 



BERKSHIRE, 



REV. H. A. DODD, M.A., VICAR. 



This village lies on the vale of White Horse, and is about four miles from the 
market town of Wantage. 

The fiimily of Achard possessed the manor of Sparsholt, in the reign of 
Henry I. : it is said that Robert Egglesfield, founder of Queen's College, Oxford, 
purchased it of that family, and bestowed it on his College, to which it still 
belongs. 

The Church is dedicated to Holy Cross, and consists of a nave and chancel, 
with south transept, and a plain tower at the west end, surmounted by a wooden 
spire. There was formerly a transept on the north side, which was a family burial 
place ; this is said to have been destroyed by a former proprietor. The principal 
entrance to the Church is on the north side, by a handsome doorway of transition 
Norman character, having a circular arch, with ornaments in bold relief. A porch 
has more recently been added. Immediately opposite is a doorway, now walled 
up, of similar, but plainer, character. The chancel and nave are of equal breadth, 
divided by a pointed arch, the mouldings of which are continued down the wall. 
In the chancel are three stone stalls, of equal height, with pinnacles and finials in 
the style of the fourteenth century : there is also a piscina. The font is circular 
and quite plain ; it stands on a short circular shaft, and has a large basin, which is 
twenty-one inches in diameter and twelve inches deep. 
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There are several interestiDg monuments in this Church. On the south side 
of the chancel, under an ogee arch, richly ornamented, is the eflSgy of a Crusader 
lying on an altar tomb, decorated with tracery and shields. On the north side 
is a similar arch and tomb, without any effigy. In the east window is an effigy, 
in wood, of a knight in plate armour of the reign of Edward the Third ; his feet 
rest on a lion. This figure is said to have been formerly on an altar tomb in 
the south transept. 

Under the south window of the transept are two ogee arches, with pinnacles, 
crockets, and finials ; beneath each is an altar tomb, with a figure, in wood, of a 
lady, in long robes and wimples : the hands are elevated in prayer. The head of 
each rests on a cushion supported by angels ; the feet of one rest on two dogs, 
those of the other on a lioness. On the side of the eastern tomb are nine figures 
of armed knights, in different attitudes, under arches. These monuments are 
supposed to belong to some of the Achard family. In the eastern wall of this 
transept is a small piscina, and there is also an opening through which the wor- 
shippers in the chapel might be enabled to see the elevation of the host : a similar 
opening still remains in the northern wall of the Church. 

On a large blue stone slab in the chancel, on a border of brass, very much 
mutilated, and partly covered by pews, is the following inscription : 

^ Wt mtt USEiMmtus tit ii}etle0ton ^it 

dFe&t mimt ux tieus. amot. 

On the stone was formerly the effigy of the deceased, in his priest's robes, 
within an ornamented border ; this figure is now in the parish chest : he is said to 
have built the chanceL 

In the chest is also a small brass, with this inscription : 

Thomas Todhunter, Vicar, died 80 March, buried 1 April, 1627. 
In the chancel are slabs to the memory of John Williamson, B.D. Vicar, 
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who died 20th October, 1613, and Richard Edmonstone, B.D. 43 years Vicar, 
who died 16th March, 1674, aged 76. 

Within the communion rails are memorials of John Bell, Vicar of this place 
30 years, who died March 4, 1731, aged 73 ; and Philip Brown, Vicar, who died 
Oct 18, 1798, aged 72. 

The entire length of the Church is 103 feet, the breadth of the nave and 
chancel 22 feet, 6 inches. 



Dra.wn on Uic spot A online Lj- H.E B«H«n- 

(Door in the Parch.) 



UFFINGTON CHURCH, 



BERKSHIRE. 



REV. CHARLES LORD, A.M., VICAR. 



This village lies in the vale of White Horse, immediately under the hill on which 
is the figure from which the vale takes its name : it is a large and populous place, 
about five miles from Farringdon. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is large and handsome, in the form 
of a cross. It is a fine specimen of early English architecture after it arrived at 
its greatest perfection. The building contains very few Norman ornaments. In 
the centre is an octangular tower, the upper part of which is modem ; there was 
formerly a spire upon it, which was destroyed by lightning about the year 1750, 
according to Lysons ; but, from a tablet which will be noticed afterwards, it would 
appear to have been destroyed in 1 660. 

The principal entrance to the Church is by a handsome porch on the south 
side of the nave, the outer arch of which is equilateral with very deep mouldings, 
and double columns with foliated capitals : on each side is a pedimented buttress, 
with a niche for a statue ; and above were handsome pinnacles, now partly 
destroyed. The inner arch or entrance to the Church is of the same shape, but 
not so deeply moulded ; and the old doors are ornamented with handsome scrolls 
of iron. The roof of the porch has bold ribs springing from columns in the angles ; 
a newel staircase leads to a room above. 

« 

At the south-east corner of the south transept, is a small but handsome porch. 
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with a circular arch, under a triangular roof, having a large quatrefoil above the 
arch. The inner door is a pointed arch, with deep mouldings and slender columns. 
A still smaller porch leads into the chancel, having a pointed arch under a very 
shallow triangular roof. At the north-west comer of the tower is a very large 
staircase-turret, and a building appears to have been attached to the north side of 
the chancel, which was probably a vestry. 

The tower is supported by four acutely pointed arches ; the roof, though now 
only flat plaster- work, was, no doubt, originally vaulted : the whole of the roof of 
the nave and chancel is modem timber- work, and is much lower than the original 
constmction. On the north side of the nave is a small tablet, which has induced 
the writer to think the spire was destroyed about 1650, as it bears the following 
inscription : 

This Church long ruined^ repaired by Richard Saunders and Thomas 
Lockey, Churchwardens, in the yeare 1678. 

Opposite the south porch was a door, now walled up, under a pointed arch ; 
and above it is a fine rose window about six feet in diameter. The tops of the 
lancet windows in the nave have been destroyed by lowering the roof. The font 
is small and quite modem. 

In the south transept is a small oratory with triple lancet vnndow, the head 
taking the shape of the pointed roof. In the north transept are two similar 
oratories, with a small piscina in each ; and in the north wall is a large square 
locker, divided into four comp^ments, as also a small square locker. The pews 
in this transept are open, with carved panels. 

On each side of the chancel are two double lancet windows, divided by 
slender pillars attached to the wall : on the south side is a handsome window of 
the fourteenth century, the only one that destroys the uniformity of the style of 
the building. On the north side is a double arch similar to the windows, with a 
blank wall, and a small human head in each division. Between the windows are 
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tall pillars, finished with heads as corbels, which no doubt supported a vaulted roof, 
since over the altar are remains of handsome vaulting springing from the 
columns. 

At the east end is a very handsome triple lancet window, divided by banded 
pillars and capitals of foliage. The altar is raised three steps, and within the rails 
are a piscina and three sedilia ; there is also another piscina below the steps of 
the altar. 

The south transept was the burial place of the family of Saunders, to whom 
there are several memorials. Against the west wall of this transept, under an 
arch, lies an eflSgy, painted, in a lawyer's robe, with this inscription : 

Reader this monvment preserves the memory of Iohn Savnders 

OF WOLSTON IN THE COVNTY OF BeRKS, ESQ. IvSTICE OF PeACE IN THAT 
COVNTY AND WELL EXPERIENCED IN THE COMON LAWE8 OF EnQLAND. He 
RENDERED HIS 80VLE TO GOD Y* 29'" DAY OF APRIL, 1638, AND THIS 
PORTION OF SACRED EARTH PRESERVES HIS BODY W^? IS SEQVE8TERED FOR 
Y* RESURRECTION. He WAS HAPPY IN HIS MARRIAGE W*" MaRGARET ONE 
OF THE DAVGHTER8 OF lOHN EvELIN OF GODSTON IN Y* COVNTIE OF SVRRY 
ESQ. AT WHOSE CHARGE THIS MONVMENT WAS ERECTED AND BY WHOM HE 
HAD CHILDREN ELIZABETH^ MARGARET^ THOMAS, ELIZABETH & LETTICE. 

The oldest inscription in the Church is the following, on a small brass plate 
under the tower : 

HERE LYETH BVRIBD THE BODIES OF lOHN SaVN^ .R8 AND AnNB HIS WIFE, 

BOTH BORNE IN THIS PARISH W*^f lOHN HAD TWOE WIVES—THE OTHER NAMED 
lOANE AND HAD ISSVE BY HIS FIRST WIFE V BONNES AND II DAVGHTBRS^ WHO 
DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE XXVl\" DAY OF DECEMBER AnO Dni 1599. 

In the north transept is a monument having an entablature supported by 
Corinthian pillars, and the following inscriptions on two small tablets : 
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HERB LIBTH THB BODIE OF BDWARD ARCHBR ESQVIBR^ BVRIBD THE 
27 DAIE OF IVLIB AND IN THE FIRST TERB OF OVR SOVEREIGN LORD KING 
JAMES AND IN THB YERB OF OVR LORD GOD 1603. 

THE LORD IS MERCIFVL AND RIGHTEOVS AND OVR GOD IS FVLL OF 
COMPASSION. PRBCIOVS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORDE IS THE DEATH OF 
HIS SAINTS. 

PSALM 116. V. 5. 15. 

Within the communion rails are tablets against the wall to the memory of 
Robert Green, 42 years Vicar of this parish, who died February 24, 1699, aged 73 : 
and to Henry Watts, Vicar, who died in 1717, aged 42. 

One monument in the chancel commemorates the following Vicars : 

George Watts, Master of the Temple Church, London ; he died April 19, 
1772, aged 67. 

His son, George Watts, who died February 10, aged 67. 

Thomas Hughes, D.D. Son-in-law to the latter gentleman, Canon Residentiary 
of St. Paul's Cathedral, London, who died January 6, 1833, aged 77. 

feet inches. 

The whole length of the Church is ... 114 6 

Length of the chancel 38 

Breadth of the nave • ... 23 6 

Ditto of Church, including the transepts 75 

The benefice is a vicarage, with the curacies of Balking and Woolstone 
annexed : the patron of the living is J. A. Houblon, Esq. 
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WANTAGE CHURCH, 



BERKSHIRE. 



THE HON. AND VERY REV. HENRY LEWIS HOBART, D.D., DEAN OF WINDSOR, VICAR. 



Wantage is a considerable market-town, situated on the borders of the Vale of 
White Horse, sixty miles from London. The ancient name was Wanating or 
Wanting, which is retained in the name of the hundred. 

Wantage Church is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul; it is large and 
handsome, and is built in the form of a cross, with a chapel or aisle extending 
from each transept about two-thirds the length of the chancel. In the centre is a 
low and massive tower, supported by four enormous pillars. The arches of the 
nave, and part of the chapel, on the north side of the chancel, are the most ancient 
parts of the building, and would appear to be of the thirteenth century : the other 
parts of the Church are of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and have probably 
been added by different members of the Fitzwarren family, who possessed the 
manor for several generations. 

On each side of the chancel are nine stalls, with desks and miserere seats, 
rudely carved underneath with grotesque heads, a pelican feeding her young, 
shields, flowers, &c. The corbels which support the roof of the nave are also 
carved with grotesque figures, animals, and heads. 

The font is placed at the west end of the south aisle; it has ten sides, 
and is supported on a shaft of the same shape, each face having a slender 
pillar, and may be of the same date as the oldest parts of the Church; 
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it is very large, the basin being two feet one inch in diameter, and nearly 
fourteen inches deep. 

The general effect is spoiled by modem galleries, which entirely fill all the 
arches of the nave, and by a large and ill-shaped pulpit, which stands under the 
west arch of the tower. 

On the north side of the chancel, lying on an altar tomb, are alabaster figures 
of one of the Fitzwarren family and his lady : his legs are crossed and his arms 
folded on his breast: she has her hands lifted in prayer. Lysons supposes this 
figure to be intended for Sir William Fitzwarren, knight of the garter, and forty- 
seventh in succession from the first institution of the order. Scarcely a fragment 
remains of the arched canopy which formerly covered this tomb, and the figures 
are sadly disfigured by cutting names upon them. 

A demi-figure of an ecclesiastic fixed against the south wall of the chancel is 
probably that of William Gredding, Vicar of this Church ; and the following 
inscription is said to have been round his eflSgy : 

Of your charitie pray for the soule of Maister William Gedding^ late 
Vicar of this Church, and Vicar of All Harlowe, Barkings which WilUam 
deceased the xxx day of December, the yeare of our Lord mcccccxii. 
On whois soule Jhu have mercy. Amen. 

On the floor of the chancel is a stone having a figure of a lady, in brass : 
that of her husband is gone. Beneath it is an inscription to the memory of 
William Wilmot, gentleman, who married Cecilia, one of the daughters of Hugh 
Hyde of Letcombe Regis, Esq. ; he died in 1618. 

Against the wall, dividing the north aisle from the chancel, is a very large 
brass figure of a knight, in complete armour, which was formerly on the floor, 
and has been placed in its present situation to preserve it. His head rests on a 
helmet, and his feet on a lion. The following inscription is on a brass plate 
below : 



WANTAGE CHURCH. 



in gt(ta tt mta Bti i^it mtt ibo iTttftoatren^ MiUHf 4ut otiit 
ntxto Iru mm»i» Sevtemftriis^ 9lnno Irni Millo tmxiii''. dtum 
animt fxovitittwc Stun. Aram. 

m 

Within the communion-rails is a slab to the memory of the Rev. Edward 
Shaw, forty-four years Vicar of this parish, who died January 27, 1828, aged 70. 
In the south aisle of the chancel is a memorial of William Hardwick, Vicar, who 
died November 7, 1686. 

John, Duke of Bedford, regent of France, died, seized of the Rectory of 
Wantage, in 1436; it was afterwards appropriated to the dean and chapter of 
Windsor, to whom it still belongs. 
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BECKFORD CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



THE VEN. JOHN TIMBRILL, D.D. ARCHDEACON OF GLOUCESTER, RECTOR. 



This village is about seven miles from Tewkesbury, on the road from that place to 
Evesham. 

The Church is ancient : it is dedicated to St. John the Baptist, and consists 
of a nave and chancel, between which is a high tower, formerly terminated by a 
spire, which was taken down in 1622. From the appearance of arches in the 
interior of the Church, it is probable that there were originally transepts, and the 
mean alterations in the lower part of the tower also lead to the same conclusion. 
The western arch of the tower is Norman, with zig-zag mouldings ; and on the 
northern column are two masks, between which is the Sagittarius holding up his 
hand, with a spear standing before him : as this figure was the badge of King 
Stephen, it is probable that the building was erected in his reign. The eastern 
arch of the tower is pointed, and the roof appears to have been vaulted. On the 
north side of the chancel is a locker, now walled up, and on the south side is a 
piscina under a pointed arch. The font and its shaft are octangular, ornamented 
with quatrefoils and roses in panels : the basin is twenty-two inches in diameter, 
and twelve inches deep. Nearly all the seats are open, and are ornamented with 
panels of arches. The corbels remain, which supported the original roof. 

The south door, within the porch, is very handsome, having cable and zig-zag 
mouldings : on the doorway plane is a singular hieroglyphic, and on the north side 
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of the Church is also a remarkable device, which was over a door now walled up : 
the columns and mouldings are however all destroyed. 

feet. inches. 

The entire length of the Church is .... 113 6 

The breadth of the nave is 25 3 

That of the chancel 19 



The patronage of the Church is in the present Rector. 



BEVERSTONE CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 



REV. A. O. CORNWALL, A.M., RECTOR. 



The small village of Beverstone lies in a healthy country, at the extremity of the 
Cotswold Hills, about two miles from Tetbury, on the road from that place to 
Wootton-under-Edge and Dursley. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Mary, according to Rudder ; but Fosbrooke 
says, to St. Andrew ; and a small bas-relief, on the south side of the tower, is 
supposed to be intended for that saint : it is, however, much defaced. 

The building consists of a nave and chancel, a very narrow aisle on the 
south side of the nave, and on the north a small chapel belonging to the lord of 
the manor: at the west end is a plain tower, finished with battlements and 
pinnacles. There is no entrance to the tower from without ; but a small door 
""communicates with the body of the Church. The prevailing style is that of the 
latter part of the twelfth century, or very early in the thirteenth, with additions 
made in the fourteenth century. 

The principal entrance to the Church is by a porch on the south side, with 
a descent of four steps ; the doorway has a circular head with bold mouldings, 
ornamented with foliage ; the capitals of the pillars have also elegant scrolls. A 
small door under an ogee arch leads into the chancel. The whole length of the 
Church is seventy-four feet ; the breadth of the chancel fourteen feet ; and that of 
the body and aisle together twenty-nine feet. The aisle, which is not more than 

B 



BEVERSTONE CHURCH. 

seven feet wide, is divided from the nave by three lofty pointed arches, supported 
by tall circular columns, the capitals of which are ornamented with a shell pattern 
and star. The bases, which are raised on large square plinths, are themselves 
square, vnth ornaments at the corners. 

The chancel is divided from the body of the Church by a small open screen 
under a pointed arch, which has been filled up with wood, and plastered over. At 
the east end of the chancel, on the north side of the altar, is a stone bracket, and 
on the south side a plain stone shelf; under which, in the angle of the wall, is 
a piscina, which had formerly a shelf across it. There are two small plain stone 
seats for the officiating priests, and a stone bench on each side of the chancel below 
the altar-rails. The font stands at the north-west comer of the chancel ; it is 
octangular, quite plain and low, the entire height being no more than two feet 
nine inches ; the basin is one foot nine inches in diameter, and ten inches deep. 

The chapel before mentioned opens to the nave by a pointed arch, springing 
from half octagon pillars ; it also communicates with the chancel by a low passage, 
which is built across the angle formed by the chapel and chancel. 

On the south side of the entrance to the chancel is a small stone pulpit, in 
the style of the fifteenth century, vrith panelling and a border of foliage ; and on 
the north side is a small door which led to the rood-loft. Under the eastern 
window of the aisle is a low segmental arch resting on short columns, forming a 
projection outside, resembling a broad buttress. 

On the north wall of the nave is a painting of two compartments : the' 
upper representing the entombment of Christ ; the lower, a bishop kneeling before 
an altar, with a scroll in his hands, and our Saviour standing by the north side of 
the altar : there appear to have been other figures, though the whole is now very 
feint, having been partly covered with whitewash. The centre arch of the nave 
is also painted with scroll ornaments in compartments, which are, however, nearly 
obliterated. 

On the floor of the chancel are slabs to the memory of the following rectors 
of this parish : Richard Hall, who died June 30, 1 638 ; another Richard HfeU 
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who died August 20, 1684, aged 73; and Andrew Needham, who died August 6, 
1710, aged 69; also, against the wall, a tablet to the memory of Thomas 
Hornidge, Vicar of Coaley, in this county, and of Norton, Wilts, and fifty-four 
years Curate of this parish, who died June 21, 1796, aged 76. 

Round a stone on the floor of the chancel is the following inscription : 

l^ete Uetf) tf)e bolnse of iS:atf)ertiu $urse tf)e \BiU of Ci)oma0 
^utfie, minwtn of tf)e toorln in t^ts pla^e^ to^o luseln t^e l luas of Bnmb: 
in tf)e Beate of tfte Eorte 1604, mt of |>er life tfte 67tf). 

Above, on a tablet against the wall : 

A? 1604 
Dece. 1. iEtat. 67. 

Quae defuncta jacet saxo tumulata sub illo 

Bis Cathara, haud ficto nomine, dicta fuit. 
Nomen utrumque sonat mundam, puram, piamq : 

Et vere nomen quod referebat, erat. 
Nam puram puro degebat pectore vitam, 

Pura fuit mundo, nunc mage pura Deo. 

Tlavra Ka^apa roig fcodapotc, 

Omnia pura puris, 

Tit. i. ver. 15. 

She whom this stone doth quietly immure 

In no feigned way had twice the name of Pure : 

Pure, pious, clean, each name did signify. 

And truly was she what those names imply ; 

For in pure paths^ while yet she lived, she trod ; 

Pure was she in this world, and now more pure with God. 



The benefice is a Rectory, in the deanery of Dursley, with the chapel of 
Kingscote annexed : the patronage is in the Crown. 
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BOXWELL CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. RICHARD WEBSTER HUNTLEY, A.M., RECTOR. 



BoxwELL is a very small village, situated about four miles from Wotton-under- 
Edge, and half a mile from the turnpike-road from Gloucester to Bath. 

The advowson of the Rectory of Boxwell formerly belonged to the Priory of 
Walsingham, in Norfolk, who sold it to William Grew and Anthony Forster, 
(6 Eliz.) of whom it was purchased by the family of Huntley. The Abbey of 
Gloucester presented to the Church in the year 1541, and as the Huntley family 
held part of the manor of Boxwell before the dissolution of the abbey, by lease 
under the Church, it is probable that the abbey and priory presented to the rectory 
alternately. 

The Church stands in a very -picturesque situation, immediately adjoining 
Boxwell Court : it is dedicated to St. Andrew, and is a long and low building, 
consisting of a nave with north aisle, and a small chancel. A low pointed arch, 
having short columns resting on corbels, divides the nave and chancel ; the gable 
supports an octangular bell turret, finishing with a low pyramidal top, or very short 
spire. This end of the Church, with the turret, is probably the only part of the 
original building now remaining, and may be referred to the early part of the 
twelfth century. The chancel had been much disfigured by the insertion of 
modem windows, but the present Rector has lately very much improved it, having 
restored it to what was probably its original character. The font is ancient, no 
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doubt of the same date as the Church ; it is an octagon, having panels of arches on 
each face, and is supported by a short thick column, surrounded by eight short 
pillars, on a square base, with the upper comers cut off: the basin is eighteen 
inches in diameter, and ten inches deep. The only entrance to the Church is by 
a porch on the south side, within which is a small niche for holy water. 

On the floor of the chancel are several memorials to the family of Huntley, 
but owing to the partial destruction of the chancel, in the time of the Common- 
wealth, the earliest date is 1653. There are tablets to the Rev. Richard Huntley, 
M.A., Rector, who died March 5, 1794 ; and also to the Rev. Richard Huntley, M.A., 
Rector of this parish, and also of Dodington, in this county, who died Oct. 16, 
1832, aged 65. 

The entire length of the Church is sixty-one feet : the breadth of the nave 
and aisle together twenty-three feet. 

The benefice is a Rectory, with the hamlet of Leighterton annexed^ in which 
is a commodious chapel. The Rev. Richard Webster Huntley is the patron, and 
also lord of the manor* 



COATES CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. B. MACKEY, RECTTOR. 



The village of Coates lies in a high and open situation, about three miles west of 
Cirencester. 

The Church, which is dedicated to St. Matthew, consists of a body and 
chancel, and a chapel on the north side: on the south side is an aisle the same 
length as the body, and a porch, within which is a Norman door- way, having 
chevron and billet mouldings. 

The tower was built by John Wyatt, Rector, in the fifteenth century : it has 
buttresses, gradually diminishing to the upper story, in which are double windows 
under ogee arches, crocketed and with finials ; it is finished with plain battlements 
and pinnacles : an elegant, lofty, pointed arch opens from the tower to the body of 
the Church. 

The south aisle is divided from the nave by three obtuse pointed arches, sup- 
ported by low circular columns, with capitals, and bases of the same shape : in this 
aisle is a large and handsome piscina, under a trefoil-headed arch, supported by 
slender columns. 

The architecture of the nave, chancel, and aisle, belong to the early part of 
the thirteenth century, but John Wyatt, who built the tower, made alterations in 
the Church at the same time. The ceiling of the nave would appear, from a small 
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part which still remains, to have been formerly timber, coved and divided into 
panels. 

The north transept is said to have belonged to the Nottingham feimily, who 
purchased the manor in the fifteenth century : in the north wall is an arch, under 
which the founder of the chapel was no doubt buried, but there is neither effigy 
nor raised tomb. Against the east wall is a small piscina. 

The chancel is divided from the nave by a lo\y circular arch, square edged, 
once recessed, on each side of which have been openings to see the elevation of the 
host. A screen has since been added, a very trifling portion of which remains. 

The font stands in a large open space, at the west end of the south aisle ; it 
is quite plain and circular, with an octangular shaft ; the diameter of the basin is 
twenty-one inches, the depth eleven inches and a half. There are stone seats 
against the walls of this aisle, extending from the door to the tower. 

On a flat stone, close to the communion-rails, is this inscription : 

GVLIELMVS MOVNSTEVEN 

ANN08 25 SEDVLVS HVJVS 

ECCLE8IA RECTOR 

PER APFLICTIONES AD CCELVM ORNATV8 

ILLVC ADIIT 17 JANVARII ANO 1677 

CVJVS HIC REPONVNTVR CINERES 

BEATiE RESVRRECTIONIS 8PE. 



On a small brass plate : 

Elias Carteret Rector of y« Parish died Decemb' 80*^ 1720, aged 68. 

The entire length of the Church, including the tower, is eighty feet, and the 
breadth of the nave and aisle together thirty-four feet. 
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HORTON CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. JOHN TURNER, M.A., RECTOR. 



This is a small village, but an extensive parish, with a considerable population 
scattered over it : it is about two miles from Chipping Sodbury. 

The manor of Horton belonged to the Church of Salisbury, in the time of 
Richard Poore, bishop of that see, who died in 1237 ; and was annexed to a 
prebend of the same, in which it continued, till Edward the Sixth granted it to 
Edward, duke of Somerset ; on whose attainder it was granted to Clement Paston, 
and the manor and prebend of Horton, with the advowson of the Rectory, were 
again granted and confirmed (1 Mary), and continued in that family till the close 
of the last century. 

The Church is dedicated to St. James, and appears to have been built towards 
the close of the fourteenth century : it is of uniform character, and consists of a 
nave and chancel with a north aisle, the eastern end of which is called the Paston 
Chapel, and contains several monuments to that family. 

At the west end of the Church is a handsome tower with battlements and 
pinnacles, and large buttresses at the angles. On the south side is a good porch, 
with a roof of fen-tracery, springing from slender columns, having capitals com- 
posed of grotesque figures. Over the door, within the porch, is a niche for a 
statue, and by the side of the door is a stoup for holy water. A small turret 
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leads to a room over the porch. An elegant doorway in the north aisle is con- 
cealed by an unsightly modern vestry, and a small door under a pointed arch leads 
into the chancel. In the chancel are several plain misereres. The font is ancient: 
it is an octagon lessening towards the bottom, standing on a very short round 
column with a square base : the basin is twenty-two inches in diameter, and 
thirteen inches deep. The pulpit and sounding-board are richly carved in the 
style of the seventeenth century ; the pulpit stands on a handsome panelled semi- 
octagon stone-bracket, with stone steps. 

On the floor of the chancel is a slab to the memory of Andrew Thomas, 
Rector, who died March 25, 1618. Against the wall is a tablet to the memory 
of Thomas Brook, ll.d.. Rector, who died Feb. 22, 1 830, aged 5 1 . 

feet. 

The length of the Church is 73 

The breadth of the nave and aisle together .... 33 
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KEMERTON CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



THE VENERABLE THOMAS THORP, A.M., ARCHDEACON OF BRISTOL, RECTOR. 



Kemerton is a long straggling village on the borders of Worcestershire, five miles 
from Tewksbury, on the road from that place to Evesham. The situation is very 
pleasant, being at the foot of Bredon-hill, part of which lies in this parish, and 
having delightful views of the Malvern and Cotswold-hills. 

The Church stands near the southern extremity of the village, and consists of a 
nave and chancel, two aisles, and a porch, which is now the only entrance, a door 
on the south side of the chancel having been walled up. At the west end is a plain 
embattled tower, containing six bells, at the north-eastern angle of which is a small 
staircase turret. Three very early Norman arches separate the north aisle from 
the nave ; they are square-edged, once recessed, with outward mouldings towards 
the nave, but not towards the aisle. The columns are heavy ; the whole height, 
including bases and capitals, being no more than six feet and a half The same 
number of arches divides the south aisle from the nave : they are of the fourteenth 
century, supported by octangular columns. There is an arch of the same date 
between the body of the Church and the tower, which is, however, walled up, 
leaving only a small door into the lower part of the tower. The chancel is 
vrainscoted to the height of six feet and a half, and on the north side is a seat 
returned to the entrance, with a desk before it, supported by a balustrade. The 
windows, which are probably of the thirteenth century, are in general mean, the 
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mullions having been destroyed. At the west end there still remain two 
unmutilated windows of that date, and one of the fifteenth century. The font 
stands at the west end of the nave, and is no doubt as old as the original part of 
the Church ; it is octangular, and perfectly plain, having a basin twenty-one 
inches in diameter, and eleven inches deep. 

The porch, which must have been added in the early part of the sixteenth 
century, has a handsome fan tracery roof: on the eaistem side is a staircase leading 
to a small room used for vestry meetings; and on the western side a deeply 
recessed open window. 

The whole length of the Church is eighty-three feet ; the breadth of the nave 
and aisles together forty-five, and that of the chancel fifteen feet six inches. 

The east end of the north aisle appears to have been formerly a small 
chapel, having a railing to divide it from the aisle ; underneath this is the vault of 
the family of Parsons, who have taken the name of Hopton. 

Within the communion rails are slabs to the memory of the following Rectors 
of this parish : 

Rev. Godfrey Goodman, died December 31, 1785. Aged 52. 

Rev. Roger Parry, died May 14, 1797. Aged 65. 

Rev. David Charles Parry, m.a., also Perpetual Curate of Ashchurch, in 

this country, died Sep. 14, 1830. Aged 59. 
Rev. Godfrey Goodman, died Jan. 17, 1832. Aged 64. 
The benefice is a Rectory, in the deanery of Campden, and the diocese of 
Gloucester and Bristol, and has been held since the year 1638 by the nearest 
relative of Godfrey Goodman, Bishop of Gloucester, who. May 8, in that year, 
granted the advowson of Kemerton to the mayor and burgesses of the city of 
Gloucester, in trust, to present to his nearest of kin, or, in de&ult thereof, to a son 
of the mayor of Gloucester, or of the senior alderman. 
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MINCHINHAMPTON CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. C. WHATELEY, M.A., RECTOR. 



MiNCHiNHAMPTON is a Small market town, about midway between Stroud and 
Tetbury. 

The Church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and the greater part would 
appear to have been built about the reign of Henry HI., but being in a very 
ruinous condition, and, for want of room, much encumbered with unsightly 
galleries, the nave and chancel have this year been taken down, tmd those portions 
of the Church, somewhat enlarged, are being rebuilt from designs of Mr. Forster, 
of Bristol. 

The former building consisted of a nave, with side-aisles, transepts, and 
chancel ; on the south side was a porch of the fifteenth century. From the centre 
rises a tower, surmounted by an octagon spire, with tabernacled windows, part of 
which was blown down in 1602, and it is now finished with an embattled parapet. 
Four pointed arches, the height of the nave, with massive piers, support the 
tower; in the angle of each pier is a very slender shaft, with foliated capitals, 
from which springs a groined and ribbed roof, having five human heads at the 
crossings ; that in the centre is perhaps intended for our Saviour, as it has some- 
thing of the appearance of a glory round it ; another is a bishop. 

The south transept is said to have been built by Sir John Delamere, and 
Maud his wife, in 1382: it is lofty, with a very beautiful south window, and 
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lancet windows at the sides, between buttresses. Under the south window are 
the effigies of Sir John and his lady, on raised tombs, with quatrefoil panels. 
John Delamere was seised of the manor of Wenreck, or Windrush, in this county, 
8 Edw. 1 ; and if this monument belongs to him, it shows that the transept was 
built early in the fourteenth century, to which period the architecture rather 
belongs, instead of 1382, as Fosbrooke and Bigland suppose. The north transept 
is not so lofty as the south : under a large arch, of rather singular shape, is a 
raised tomb, on which is a handsome cross. 

The arches on the north side of the nave were circular, resting on heavy 
columns, vnth circular bases and capitals : those on the south were obtuse pointed, 
with plain octangular columns ; above were four clerestory windows on each side. 
The roof of the nave was supported by corbel heads, being alternately a King 
crowned, and a Bishop wearing a mitre. 

In the north aisle, engraved on brass plates, are the effigies of a man and 
his wife, in shrouds ; beneath them are figures of their children, and the following 
inscription : 

®f So^ t^axitit ptas <bt t^e isouled of IKotn il^amptott g^tleman, 
(SlTStn f)t]8 \Bift att)r all ft^tix cttDnren, {tpettalls for t^e ^tmU of Bame 
Alitt l^ampton f^td liaugj^tet, tof^tct teas ttgj^t itntfitial to tt^i^ t^wct^ 
^ p'tijjf). tof>ic$e 3fof>n lieeejjjjeTr m tfte sere of o^t lotTr mccccclvi on 
ta)f)0]8e ntmltn Sf^u f)abe meres. 9lmen. 

The chancel was particularly mean, having a modem east vnndow in very 
bad taste, a Doric altar screen, and a modem coved ceiling. On the north side 
was an ogee arch, with a finial, probably over the tomb of the founder. On a 
square monument against the north wall, was the following inscription : 

Here lyeth the body op Anne davghter to Joseph Baynham 

WHO WAS 3 SONNE TO JoSEPH BayNHAM OP WeSTBVRY EsQVIER HeR 

Mother was Alice 4 daughter to Robert Freame op Lypyeat 

ESQVI&R SHEE DYED THE XVI DAY AVGVST AnO DomI. 1632. 
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Sbee had not spunn out Thirtie dayes 
but God from paine took her to ioyes 
Let none then trust in worldly Bliss 
All youth and age must come to This 
but Manner how^ place where^ time when 
Is known to God but not to men 
Watcb^ PrB.j, Repent and sinne forsake 
LfCst vnprepared Death thee should take 
Then happy Thou that so shalt dye 
To Live with God Etemalye* 

Beneath the inscription is a small figure of the deceased, the right hand 
resting on a scull, the left holding a palm branch. 

In the chancel were also several monuments to the Bucke &mily. The prin- 
cipal one to Jeremiah Bucke, who died in 1653, has the following inscription: 

FIM MBMORIiB IbREMI^B BvCKB^ ARMIG. QVI CUM 85 SOLES 
ENVMBRAVERAT FATO CORREPTVS PRiBPROPERO DIE DOMINICO 
ANTE NATIVITATBM ChRISTI VITAM CVM MORTE COMMVTAVIT. 
M(ESTISSIMA CONIVX VrSVLA BvCKE HOC MARMOR ERIOI CVRAVIT. 

I Intoml/d here lies a pillar of the state ; 

E Each good man's friend, to th' Poor compassionate ; 

R Religion's patron, jvst men's sure defence. 

E Evil men's terror, gvard of innocence : 

M Matchless for virtves which still shine most bright : 

I Impartially to all he gave their right. 

A Alas ! that few to heart do trvly lay 

H How righteovs men from earth depart away. 

B By's death we loose, bvt he mvch gain acqvires 

V Vnto his body rest : His sovle aspires 

C Cselestial Mansions, where he God on high 

K Knows and enjoys to all eternity. 



MINCHINHAMPTON CHURCH. 

There are .also monuments to Phillip Sheppard, m.a. Rector of this parish 
for 49 years, who died in 1768, and for Robert Salusbury Heaton, m.a., Rector of 
this parish and of Avening, who died in 1774. 

Against the north wall of the chancel was a brass plate, formerly on a tomb 
in the church-yard, on which was a Latin inscription, to the memory of Jacob 
Bradley, s.t.p. Astronomer Royal and Savilian Professor of Astronomy at Oxford. 
He died a.d. 1762, aged 70. 

feet 

The entire length of the Church was .... 120 

Breadth of the nave and aisles 48 

Ditto of the chancel 17 
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OZLEWORTH CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. J. MAYO, RECTOR. 



This very small village lies in a romantic situation among woods, about two miles 
from Wotton-under-Edge. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Nicholas ; it is evidently of great antiquity, 
and may, perhaps, be considered one of the earliest specimens of church archi- 
tecture in the county. It consists of a nave and chancel, between which is a low 
octagonal tower, terminated by a conical roof, which is modem. In the upper 
part of the tower are small windows, in two compartments, under a circular arch. 
The entrance to the Church is by a handsome doorway, with circular head, having 
a broad arch of semicircles and foliage, and small columns with foliated capitals. 
The porch is a much later addition. The west side of the tower rests on a very 
singular arch, slightly pointed, with an inner arch of interlaced opened chevrons, 
supported by short columns, having capitals and corbels of foliage : the eastern 
side of the tower rests on a low, square-edged, circular arch. The architecture is 
probably of the early part of the twelfth century, perhaps not later than the reign 
of Henry the First; the windows, however, have been much altered. In the 
lower part of the window, to the south of the altar, is a small water drain ; whence 
it would appear as if advantage had been taken of the arch of a piscina to form a 
window. In the north wall of the chancel are steps, from which a ladder leads 
into the belfry. The font is probably coeval with the Church : it is circular, with 
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plain bands and dogtooth ornaments, standing on a thick column, surrounded by 
four small colunms. 

The only monuments in the Church have been erected to the family of 
Clutterbuck : of which one is to the memory of the Rev, Lewis Clutterbuck, of 
New Ark Park, Rector of the parish more than 30 years, who died August 7, 
1820, aged 67. 

Though the parish is very small, the want of accommodation has occasioned 
the erection of galleries, to which there are doors and steps outside the building. 

The Church is sixty-one feet in length, the breadth of the nave is thirteen 
feet three inches, and that of the chancel only eleven feet. 

In the church-yard is a stone coffin, having a hole for the head, but without 
a lid. 
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SHIPTON MOYNE CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. EDMUND W. ESTCOURT, A.M., RECTOR. 



The village of Shipton Moyne is situated on the borders of Wiltshire, about three 
miles from each of the market-towns of Tetbury and Malmesbury. 

The Church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, stands a short distance east of 
the village, and consists of a body and chancel, with a tower between them, finished 
with battlements and pinnacles. On the north side is an aisle with a porch, and 
on the south a chapel, or semi-transept, the burial-place of the Estcourt family. A 
small vestry adjoins the north side of the chancel. 

The general style of the building is that of the middle of the fourteenth 
century; but the Estcourt chapel is of very inferior architecture, having been 
rebuilt about the year 1749. The nave is divided from the aisle by three pointed 
arches, above which are the same number of quatrefoil windows. The tower is 
supported by massive piers and pointed arches, springing from short double 
columns, which, with slender shafts in the angles of the piers, finish in a groined 
and ribbed roof. The font, placed under the centre of the tower, is octangular, 
with sunk panels, each containing a quatrefoil within a circle; the basin is 
suflSciently large for immersion. 

Under an arch, at the east end of the aisle, is the effigy of a knight, cross- 
legged, clad in mail, with a surcoat ; the figure bears a shield on the left arm, the 
hands being elevated in prayer. On the north side of the chancel, also under an 
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ogee arch, with crockets and finials, lies the effigy of a knight in chain armour, 
with helmet of the same, in the act of drawing his sword ; the legs are now broken, 
but appear to have been crossed. On the south side of the chancel is the effigy of 
a lady, under a similar arch, with the head resting on a double cushion. She is 
dressed in a long close robe, and her hands are lifted in prayer. These monuments 
are all profusely ornamented with ball flowers, and probably belong to the family 
of Moyne or Moigne, who held lands in this parish in the reigns of the first three 
Edwards, and have left their name to the village. 

The Estcourt chapel contains several monuments to that family, the principal 
of which is one said to be intended for Judge Estcourt and his lady, who are 
represented lying in fiiU proportion, with their hands lifted in prayer : round the 
tomb are seven sons and one daughter, kneeling ; all in the dress of the age of 
Queen Elizabeth. There is no inscription ; and though there was a Thomas 
Estcourt in the profession of the law at that period, it is doubtful whether he was 
ever elevated to the bench. The whole of the monument is painted, and is a very 
heavy specimen of the style in fashion at that time. 

In the chancel are several monuments to the family of Hodges, who 
became lords of this manor early in the reign of Elizabeth ; of which family 
the last male heir was the Rev. Walter Hodges, d.d., whose monument is 
in the churchyard, and who was provost of Oriel College, Oxford, from 1728 
to 1767, and vicechancellor of Oxford for three. years: he died January 14, 1767, 
aged 62. 

On the north side of the altar rails is a small tablet to the memory of 
Elizabeth Nowell, relict of the Rev. William Nowell, Rector of Wolsingham, in 
the county of Durham, last surviving heiress of the family of Hodges : she died 
March 15, 1788. 

Near the pulpit is a very beautiful white marble monument to the memory of 
the Rev. George Wheeler, Curate of this parish for twenty-four years, who died 
April 6, 1838, and is buried in the churchyard. 

John Oldham, a poetical and licentious satirist of the seventeenth century, was 
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born in this parish, and died at the age of 30. His parents are buried in the 
churchyard, under a tomb bearing the following inscription : 

Hie obdormit Domino placide Anna Oldham^ Vii^, Uxor, Mater 
maxime Pia, Quae obiit a. d. 1699, Junii 21°. Anno iEtat. 66. Necnon 
Johannes Oldham V. D. M. Ejus Maritus, et Pater illius Johannis 
Oldham, Poetae Celeberrimi, NuUi Pietate Secundus. Qui obiit 
A. Dom. 1716. Decemb. 5. Anno iEtatis 87. 

John Oldham, the father, was minister of this parish at the time of the poet's 
birth, but was afterwards ejected for non-conformity. 

In the tower are five bells : the sanctus bell also remains, and is used to 
inform the ringers of the clergyman's entrance into the Church. 

The patron of the living is T. G. B. Estcourt, Esq., m.p. for the University of 
Oxford. 
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STONE CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. W. DAVIES, D.D. PERPETUAL CURATE. 



The turnpike road from Gloucester to Bristol, runs through this small and quiet 
looking village, which is about two miles from Berkeley. 

The Church stands in the middle of the village, and is dedicated to All 
Saints : it is an elegant building, with a tower at the west end, ornamented with 
open battlements and pinnacles, and surmoimted by a neat, but rather low, spire. 
The building consists of a nave and chancel, divided by a pointed arch : the body 
of the Church was probably built early in the thirteenth century, but the chancel 
would seem to have been added somewhat later, and encroaches on the sides of 
the eastern windows of the nave* At the north-east comer of the nave, is a 
small staircase turret, which led to the rood-loft. The font and shaft are 
octangular, with broad mouldings, and are ornamented with quatrefoil panels : the 
basin nineteen inches in diameter and eleven inches deep. In the chancel are 
two small cupboards or almeries, with pointed arches. 

There are no monuments which deserve particular notice. 

The length of the Church is eighty-three feet, the breadth of the nave 
twenty-six feet, six inches, and that of the chancel thirteen feet, six inches. 

The benefice is a Perpetual Curacy, in the gift of the Vicar of Berkeley. 

I 



TORTWORTH CHURCH, 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 



REV. C. GRESWELL, M.A., RECTOR. 



ToR'iwoRTH is a small village, pleasantly situated, about six miles from Wotton- 
under-Edge, and overlooking the vale of Berkeley. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Leonard, and consists of two aisles of nearly 
equal length, with a chancel to each. The north aisle is rather the longer, an 
addition having been made to it, a.d. 1736, as appears by the date on the outside. 
At the west end of this aisle is a lofty tower, with open battlements. The tower 
is open to the Church by a pointed arch. On the north side of the Church is a 
vestry, formerly a porch ; and over the original entrance is a niche for a statue : 
this arch is p^ly built up, leaving the upper part as a window, in which are 
some remains of stained glass. The Church has a neat and light appearance, from 
the absence of all galleries, except a small one erected a few years since, richly 
carved in the style of the seventeenth century. The font is more ancient than 
the Church ; it is octangular, finished with escallops, which join a massive circular 
pillar raised on a square base : the basin is lined with lead, and is twenty-one 
inches and a half in diameter, and eleven inches deep. 

The east end of the south aisle has been the burial place of the Throkmorton 
family ; there are two monuments in it, of which the earlier is an altar tomb 
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under a canopy, supported by heavy pillars with shields on them; there is no 
effigy : a scroll bears the following inscription : 

Here lies Thomas Throkm^ton Knight, 1568. 

The other monument is a sarcophagus, on which lies the figure of a knight 
in full armour, except the head ; the hands are lifted in prayer : Corinthian 
columns support an entablature, on which are other columns supporting an arch, 
having coats of arms upon it : on a tablet is this inscription : 

Herib lieth the body of Sir Thomas Throkmorton of Tortworth, 

KNIGHT, WHO LIVED ALL HIS DATES IN FAYTHFUL SERVICE TO HIS PrINCE 
IN H ARTIE LOVE TO HIS COVNTRIB, A CONSTANT PROFESSION OF THE TRVB 
CHRISTIAN FAITH WHO BEING AT THE AGE OF THREESCOR AND NINE YEARS 
IN HAPPIE AND PEACABLE MANNER DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE LAST DAY OF 
JaNVARIE IN THE YEAR OF OVR LORD 1607 LEAVING HERE HIS MORTALL 
PARTES INTERRED IN THIS MONVMENT VNTIL BY THE COMMAND OF ChRIST 
IT RISE AGAIN IMMORTAL. 

I HAVE FOVGHT A GOOD FIGHT I HAVE FINISHED MY COVRSE I HAVE 
KEPT THE FAITH HENCEFORTH IS LAID VP FOR MEE A CROWN OF 
RIGHTBOVSNE8S. 

2 TiMO. 4. 7. 8. 



These monuments are in a very bad condition. Several remains of helmets 
and gauntlets lie upon one of them. 

Within the communion rails are monuments to the memory of the following 
Rectors : The Rev. Henry Brooke, Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, and Fellow of 
Manchester College, who died August 21, 1757, aged 63. The Rev. William 
Thomas, m.a.. Chancellor of the Chapter of Llandaff, Vicar of Caerwent, and 
Fellow of Oriel College, who died September 3, 1799, aged 65. The Rev. John 
Frewen, Fellow of Oriel College, who died October 3, 1767, aged 52. The Rev. 
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John Bosworthy, d.d., Fellow of Oriel College, Son of Sir John Bosworthy, 
Chamberlain of the City of London; he died October 17, 1786, aged 63. 

feet, inches. 

The greatest length of the Church, including the tower, is . 88 6 
The entire breadth 34 9 

In the churchyard is a slender octangular pillar, surmounted by a ball, and 
standing on a square pedestal. 

The benefice is a Rectory, in the gift of the Provost and Fellows of Oriel 
CoHegey Oxford. 
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CHECKENDON CHURCH, 



OXFORDSHIRE. 



REV. W. CRABTREE, RECTOR. 



The village of Checkendon is in a retired situation amongst the Chiltern Hills, 
about five miles from Henley-upon-Thames. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and is a plain looking 
building, with a low embattled tower at the west end. It is interesting fix)m the 
circular apse being still preserved, which, with the arches of the chancel, may 
perhaps be referred to the middle of the twelfth century ; the rest of the Church 
has, however, undergone many alterations. The building is of one pace, and, 
besides the apse, is divided into nave and chancel by a handsome circular double 
arch, the columns having rich capitals. The arch leading into the apse is also 
double, but of a plainer character. On the south side of the Church is a small 
porch, the inner-door having a pointed arch with plain mouldings: within the 
porch is a small circular stoup for holy water. 

On the floor of the chancel are several brasses ; the principal one is about six 
feet long, having the figure of the deceased, in armour, under a canopy of hand-* 
some tracery ; round the stone is this inscription : 



l^tc iattt SKotanness ^Ht^t fuontiam Setbienss Somint 
mtsin nui oiiit hitmtao mtnm fiSlw 
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On another brass is the following inscription : 

Wt mtt ((tmlia fuontiam Stxor S^o^Iis ^lU\it urn ohiit hitmmo 
lite menssto fiSl^ii ^nno Bni mtlUmo cccc<>xxyiij tuV aU ypteietut 
olyotenss ic minnttoxfi W wmn. 

Beneath the figure of a woman, covered by a pew, is this inscription : 

l^tc mtt Enna ISotoett nuper uxor ISHtaxii ISotoett Ermtgm et una 
fHim g)o$i0 ®an(0fotli Etmtgeti (t Katine ujcor et' lie atroto^utsst tn 
(itm 5utte 9ue futlrem lainna o&ttt Sbtxto tite SKanuattr gl^ Sni 
M^cccc<»Lxxxx<» eui' ale ppieieT ornip^ ire' ame. 

Against the east wall of the chancel is a monument to the memory of 
Christiana Braybrooke, who was wife of Richard Braybrooke, Esq., and daughter 
and co-heiress of Barton Palmer, of South Stoke, Oxon, Esq. : she died August, 
1629. 

There are several handsome monuments in the Church : also tablets to the 
memory of the following Rectors : 

Rev. William Boudry, who died June 26, 1761. Aged bO. 
Rev. Samuel Hammersley, who died Nov. 3, 1775. Aged 61. 
Rev. J. Wood, who died in 1779. Aged 73. 
Rev. John Coulson, who died Nov. 5, 1788. Aged 70. 
The chancel is paved with encaustic tiles, but the devices upon them are 
nearly obliterated. The font is octangular, on a shaft and pedestal of the same 
shape ; the basin is twenty inches in diameter, and eleven inches and a half deep. 

The entire length of the Church is eighty-two feet six inches, the breadth of 
the nave is twenty-five feet nine inches. 

The benefice is a Rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Oxford ; and in 
the patronage of University College, Oxford. 



CROWMARSH GIFFARD CHURCH, 



OXFORDSHIRE. 



REV. D. DURELL, M.A., RECTOR. 



This small village is situated on the banks of the Thames, and joins the market 
town of Wallingford, in Berkshire. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is an interesting building of 
Norman architecture, consisting of a body and chancel, with a small chapel or 
transept on the north side of the former. At the west end is a handsome doorway, 
which will be given as the title page of this work. It had long been disused and 
plastered over, but was re-opened a year or two since. On the south side is 
another doorcase, with a circular head of much plainer character ; it is walled up, 
but was, until lately, the principal entrance to the Church, being within a porch of 
very late date, which is now removed. The original windows are small, with round 
heads ; some of them remain in the body of the Church ; those in the chancel 
have been recently inserted. 

The body and chancel are divided by a circular arch, square edged, once 
recessed ; the chapel is of later date, but> from various alterations, it is difficult to 
fix the date of it. It is separated from the body by an obtuse arch. The windows 
of the chapel are richly ornamented with stained glass ; a figure of the Father, 
with angels around him, in the east window, and another of the Son in the west 
window, particularly deserve notice. 
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The windows of the chancel are handsomely ornamented with clustered 
columns and capitals ; the whole of which, as well as the windows of the chapel, 
the font, which is of Norman work, circular, with arcades round it, and other 
restorations, have been executed at the expense of W. Seymour Blackstone, Esq. 
of the Castle Priory, Wallingford, and member of Parliament for that borough. 

In the body of the Church is a small brass figure, partially destroyed, and 
under it this inscription : 

l^ere Ivitt^t huxiti flSttUtam |l}stie0les fSftnV to$o tiselr tfie xxx tias 
of 9lugu0t in s< sere of out lorti (ffioli 1676 anli f^aVb 6$ MBxqaxtt 
tto tosSe set Isbinge ti^rteen t^ttxtn of to^u^ xiii t^txt it note a 
Isbe Hi) jsonness anti iiii t^mfjfyUxn, to ^ttt, QZSoItn, (J^monlie, JFranq^A 
anti Q2Ssll$am^ iOiarse^ <ItS(els, Margaret, atd Kat^etsn. 

In the chancel is a very handsome black marble altar tomb, and, at the side, 
on white marble, an inscription to the memory of the Rev. Robert Selwood, 60 
years Rector of this parish, who died August 2, 1750, aged 85. 

The whole length of the Church is seventy-three feet ; the breadth of the 
body twenty-one feet four inches ; and the breadth of the chancel sixteen feet 
nine inches. 

The benefice is a Rectory in the archdeaconry and diocese of Oxford : the 
Trustees of Dr. S. Harrington, late Bishop of Durham, are the patrons. 
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SWYNCOMBE CHURCH, 



OXFORDSHIRE. 



THE HON. AND REV. HENRY ALFRED NAPIER, M.A., RECTOR. 



SwYNCOMBE is a small village lying in the midst of woods, on the Chiltern Hills, 
about five miles from Henley-upon-Thames. 

This unpretending Church is evidently of great antiquity, probably of not 
later date than the beginning of the twelfth century : it is of one pace, divided 
into nave and chancel, with a semicircular apse ; a modern porch has been added, 
but the original entrance appears to have been a circular-headed doorway on the 
south-side, now walled up. The walls are of considemble thickness ; the body of 
the Church is built of flint, with rough-stone dressings, and the apse is probably 
of the same materials, but concealed by plaster : the remaining original windows 
are narrow and round-headed, and splayed in the interior to the width of five feet 
eight inches. 

The Chancel-arch was semicircular, quite plain and square-edged ; this arch 
has been enlarged by the present Rector, for the convenience of the congregation 
in the chancel ; a similar arch divides the apse from the chancel. 

The Font is large and circular, standing on a shaft of the same shape, and is 
lined with lead; the basin is twenty-three inches and a half in diameter, and 
twelve inches deep. 
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Within the communion rails is a blue slab, which formerly lay in the centre 
of the chancel, on which is the following inscription : 

Here lyeth Francis Fettiplace decended from the anntient famley of the 
Fettiplaces of Berkshire. He dyed the 29 day of July in the yeare of our Lord 
1671 and of his age 72. 

In the Chancel is a tablet, to the memory of 

W. H. WOODROFPB A.M. 

HUJUSCE PAROCH. PER 24 ANNOH 

« 

CoMMORANS Rector. 
Decessit April 19. A. D. 1825 

^Etat. svm 70. 

feet inches. 

The entire length of the Church is .... 72 9 
The breadth 19 7 

The Church is dedicated to St. Botolph. The benefice is a Rectory, in the 
archdeaconry and diocese of Oxford ; the patronage is in the Crown. 



CRUDWELL CHURCH, 



WILTSHIRE. 



REV. W. MASKELYNE, A.M., RECTOR. 



The turnpike-road from Malmesbury to Cirencester passes through the village of 
Crudwell, which is about ten miles from the latter place, and four from the former. 
It was one of the donations of King Ethelwolf to Malmesbury Abbey, and waa 
valued at twenty pounds. 

The Church is dedicated to All Saints, and is large and handsome, consisting 
of a nave vrith an aisle on each side, extending to the outside of the tower ; two 
chancels, and a spacious porch on the south side. The north aisle and chancel 
were chiefly the work of William de Coleme, Abbot of Malmesbury, about the 
year 1280; the west end, south aisle, and porch, are additions of the fifteenth 
century. At the west end is a rather low tower, finished vrith an open parapet 
and pinnacles, and communicating with the body of the Church, and vrith the aisles 
by pointed arches. The north aisle is divided from the nave by two' very obtuse 
pointed arches, square edged, once recessed, supported by one short circular 
column, and semi-columns against the piers of the chancel and tower. The arches 
separating the nave and south aisle are acutely pointed, resting on octagon pillars 
with capitals. The nave is lofty, having eight clerestory vrindows, three of which, 
on the north side, are quatrefoils, the others are insertions of the fifteenth century. 
Between the windows on each side are four human heads, and an angel holding a 
shield, which supported a timber roof of open work and carving ; but this being 
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CRUDWELL CHURCH. 

completely decayed has been recently removed, as well as the roof of the south 
aisle. The original timber roof, a small part of which is carved and painted, still 
remains in the north aisle, though in a very dilapidated state. 

The chancel in the north aisle is parted off by a screen, and is open to the 
chancel of the Church by an equilateral pointed arch, supported by semi-octagon 
pillars, the capitals of which bear upon them rude outlines of scrolls. The east end 
of this chancel is raised two steps, at the foot of which, in the north wall, is a 
small square cupboard or locker, quite unornamented : the windows, as well as of 
the aisle, are lancet shaped, vrith the exception of one square window of four 
lights ; in which are considerable remains of stained glass, exhibiting a figure of 
our Saviour, and representations of the seven sacraments, though much mutilated. 
Opposite the porch was a door, now walled up, having a circular arch, with billet 
mouldings in the interior, and on the exterior the dog's tooth ornament. The 
principal chancel of the Church is divided from the nave by an open screen, nearly 
destroyed, and a pointed arch, on the south side of which was the staircase to the 
rood-loft. On the south side of the altar is a piscina, under a trefoil arch ; and on 
the same side a very low door with a circular arch, and a lancet window walled up. 
Texts of Scripture in scroll borders are painted on the walls ; the ceiling is coved 
and panelled, with roses at the crossings. 

At the east end of the south aisle is a narrow lancet window, and on the 
south, perpendicular windows, of the fifteenth century ; a small part also of the 
east end of this aisle is divided by an open screen, and on the south side of it is a 
piscina with a shelf A small door leads to a vestry room over the porch. 

The font stands at the west end of the south aisle, and is a plain octagon with 
a shaft of the same shape, and a square pedestal. The basin is nineteen and a half 
inches in diameter, and nine inches deep. 

The carved panels, Nos. 1 and 2, represented in plate ii., are the remains 
of the old manor pew : these, and many other panels, have been formed into doors 
for modem pews. The royal arms, with a greyhound and griflSn as supporters, 
are those of Henry VII. with the rose and pomegranate, badges of the house of 
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Tudor, in the upper corners. The sizes of these panels are two feet four and a half 
inches by one foot one and a half inch, and two feet three inches by eleven inches. 
There are many open seats at the west end of the Church with carved panels 
of the same date as the above, No. 3 represents one of the most remarkable : 
the size is two feet three and three quarter inches by nine and three quarter 
inches. 

On a wooden tablet, over the screen of the north aisle, is the following 
inscription : 

M. S. 
THOMiE EARLE Clerici 

& 

ANNiE Uxoris hanc Subter 

Tabulam 

SIMUL JACENTIUM 

lUe Prsecessit 

(Domini 1664) 
Anno J y 

(iEtatis 52) 
Ilia Sequuta est 

. (Domini 1698) 

Anno J y 

(iEtatis 74) 
Tuba dum sonet ultima. 



Within the Qpmmunion rails are slabs to the memory of the following Rectors 
of this Church : 

John Bradshaw, who died June 3, 1645. 
Daniel Hartford, b.d , who died November 24, 1679. 
James Wigget, who died May 27, 1839. 
There is a very neat monument also to this gentleman, who was Rector of this 
parish upwards of fifty-six years, and Vicar of the adjoining parish of Hankerton 
for fifty years. 
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On a brass plate, with a stone border, on the south side of the altar, is the 
following inscription : 

Obdormiunt in Domino placide 
MARIA SHEWRING, Virgo, Uxor, Mater amabiUs, 

Ob. 14 Aug. 1711. 

MARIA optimse Spei Fiha 
Ob. Londini, Sep. 3, 1713. 

THO. SHEWRING, A.M. Rector de Crudwell, Vic. de Hankerton, & 
Ball. Coll. Oxon. olim Socius dignissimus. Qui im'ature omnibus Nisi Sibi 
moriebatur Oct. 18, 1718. 

JANA Conjux ultima, 
Spectatissimae Virtutis femina, 

Noverca desideratissima, 
Obt. 27 Septembris, a. d. 1720. 

The Rev. William Maskelyne is the present patron of the living. 
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KEMBLE CHURCH, 



WILTSHIRE. 



REV. R. GODDARD, RECTOR. 



The village of Kemble is situated on the borders of Wiltshire, about six miles 
from Malmesburj, on the road from that place to Cirencester. 

The Church is dedicated in honour of All Saints, and consists of a nave and 
chancel with a tower at the west end, a north and south chapel, and a south porch. 
The tower is plain, of the Early English style (a.d. 1200), and has a ribbed octan- 
gular spire, which has been restored, having been damaged by liglitning in 1823. 
The south porch was built by William de Coleme, Abbot of Malmesbury, about 
1280. The mouldings of the outer arch are, as is generally the case in the Early 
English style, very bold and deep : and supported on detached columns. The 
arch is considerably horse-shoed, and the columns much out of the perpendicular. 
There is no appearance of the arch having given way from settlement, but it is 
difficult to suppose it was built so by design. Above the arch is a niche with a 
projecting trefoiled canopy. The doorway within the porch is Norman (a.d. 1 100), 
semicircular, with zig-zag mouldings ; the door itself is ornamented with tracery 
of perpendicular character. In the east side of the porch is a double arch with 
doors, which appears to have been an entrance into the south chapel, now closed 
up, as the inside arch remains in the chapel. 

The chapel on the north side is only eleven feet square. It is entered from 
the nave by a small semi-Norman arch. On the east side is an Early English 
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KEMBLE CHURCH. 

window of three divisions, with shafts detached. It is in an arched recess of the 
same style. The chapel contains several monuments to the family of Coxe, who 
possessed the manor in the latter part of the last century. 

The south chapel has two arches, one opening into the nave and another into 
the chancel. These are both of the thirteenth century, but the windows are all 
insertions of the fifteenth. In the west wall there is the arch, now closed up, which 
probably opened into the porch. There is a cradle roof, supported on Early 
English corbels. The compartment over the altar was boarded over, as in many 
other instances of this kind of roof; but the boards have been torn away, leaving 
the nails sticking in the frame-work. There are two stone stalls and an arched 
tomb, all of the same date, llie tomb has the effigy of a cross-legged knight, in 
chain armour, with a shield on his left arm, and his feet on some animal ; but the 
whole is so much mutilated as to present an almost flat surface. Both the stalls 
and monument are much hidden by pewing. The tomb is said to belong to the 
family of AUam or Hallam. 

The font is plain, but of good size. The basin is twenty-three inches wide 
and nine deep. The pulpit is carved oak of perpendicular date. The chancel is 
modern, but has some ancient stained glass in the east window. 

feet, inches. 

The whole length of the Church is .... 74 
The breadth of the nave 18 9 



The chancel is somewhat narrower. 



Gilbert & Rivinoton, Printers, St. John's Square, London. 
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BREDON CHURCH, 



WORCESTERSHIRE, 



REV. THOMAS ALFRED STRICKLAND, RECTOR. 



The populous village of Bredon, with its hamlets, lies on the south bank of the 
Avon, near its junction with the Severn, at Tewksbury, from which place it is 
three miles distant. 

Some time before the conquest the manor of Bredon became part of the 
possessions of the bishoprick of Worcester ; it passed from the bishoprick to the 
crown (4 Eliz.), and soon after to Thomas Knowles : since that time it has been 
the property of various families. The living, which is exempt from the jurisdic- 
tion of the Ordinary, possesses, besides, other privileges, and is one of the most 
valuable Rectories in the Diocese of Worcester. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Giles, and consists of a nave and chancel, with 
a plain embattled tower between them, surmounted by an octangular ribbed spire, 
having small tabernacled openings almost to the summit ; the height of the tower 
and spire together is about 140 feet. On the north side of the nave is a porch 
with a chapel, or aisle, extending from it to the tower, and on the south side is 
another chapel of equal size. 

The architecture is of various periods, from the end of the twelfth to the 
middle of the fourteenth century: the west end and the porch are the oldest 
parts, the latter having a handsome doorway, with circular head and broad zig-zag 
mouldings ; the inner doorway of the porch, and the doorway at the west end, are 
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BREDON CHURCH. 

of the same character, but not so much ornamented : on the south side of the 
Church is another doorway, with circular head and lozenge moulding between zig- 
zags ; the last two doors are now walled up. The west end is flanked by large 
square buttresses, plain half the height, the upper part divided into two stages with 
small columns at the angles, finished with low pinnacles. 

The north aisle is divided from the nave by two obtuse pointed arches, Mith 
heavy clustered octangular pillars and capitals of the fourteenth century ; it con- 
tains no monument to mark by whom it was erected. 

The south aisle, or Mitton chapel, is divided from the nave by two acutely 
pointed arches, with large round clustered columns ; the windows are double lancet, 
with trefoil heads, and are divided by detached slender columns : at the east end 
is the staircase leading to the rood-loft, which is of rich open work, with a border 
of vine leaves at the bottom ; the whole has been painted and gilt. In the south 
wall is a large piscina under a pointed trefoil-headed arch: at the south-west 
corner, under a plain obtuse arch in the wall, is a low tomb with a cross upon it, 
no doubt that of the founder of the chapel : he is supposed to have been one of 
the family of Reede, who, for many generations, possessed considerable property in 
the hamlet of Mitton. The west end of the chapel is entirely occupied by a very 
splendid monument of veined and black marble, to the memory of Giles Reede 
and his lady, who lie, in full size, under a rich arch ; the figures are of alabaster, 
and of excellent workmanship : he is in full armour with the exception of his 
head, the feet resting on his crest — an eagle with tail displayed : his lady is in a 
full dress of the period : the hands of both are lifted in prayer, and their heads rest 
on embroidered cushions : at their heads are two sons and two daughters, and at 
their feet four sons, all kneeling. The whole is in beautiful preservation, having 
been restored a few years since. Upon a black marble tablet over the principal 
figures is the following inscription : 

ARMIGER HIC SITUS EST MELIOREM VIX TVLIT i£TA8 
VLLA VIRVM : ATQ : ADEO VIX HABBT ISTA PARE 
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MAONANIMVS, PRVDBNS, IVSTVS, MODBRATV8 & IDE 

EOIDIVS RBEDVS SI FVIT ALTER ERAT. 

HVNC CITO DEFVNCTV 8BQVITVR PIA NVPTA MARITV ; 

QVAM IVVAT BXIMIO NON 8VPERE88B VIRO. 

VNIVS VNV8 ERAT CONIVX ANNOSVS VTERQVE : 

NOBILE PAR VNO CLAVDITVR HOC TVMVLO. 

ifteet^ iBejj a toottju jjquite jjrant ang age Uf^tVbt 
a tttux man anli tt^isi f)W pern liotf) jjratceUe gettie. 
I^atlite antr toitte anli glfutfte anli Cempetate eatte of mtnlie 
®9lf0 Xleetre teas trulie all tf anU els^e toe finlie. 
^im \sta\i ^in bertuout; toife trot|^ folloto Iifi treatfi 
CiiEell pltMt^i aftet $fuef) a mate to lirato no Iiteatfi. 
iil^aef) fieing otfiet0 onUe rfiotee Iiot|^ toaxen oRie 
a no&le pair tfiem bottf ttfia onlte tom&e liotfi f)oltre. 

Above the children are two small tablets, with these inscriptions : 

CL.ARI88. OPT. AMANTI88. PARENTIS. 8VI8 
EGIDIO REEDO & KATHARINiE GREVILLE 
lOANNES MCESTISSIMVS FILIV8 POSVIT. 

Cfjes trieli in tt^t jeate of ti^e lottr 1611 

»e ) (22 of aptil ) ^ f 69 ) 

_ >• on B« i y agetr i ^^ r seatejai. 

Sfieej "^ ( 11 of Sept j ^ ( 66 K 

The tower and chancel appear to have been built about the middle of the 
thirteenth century. The tower is separated from the nave and chancel by pointed 
arches, which have been closed for a long time, and the chancel rendered useless, 
ejccept for the administration of the Lord's Supper. The present Rector has 
opened these arches, and otherwise improved the appearance of the Church. 
On the south side of the altar is a piscina and three seats, of unequal heights, 
under pointed trefoil-headed arches ; the steps of the altar are paved with encaustic 
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tiles, the greater part of which are coats of arms of various families connected 
with the Church. All the windows of the chancel were formerly filled with stained 
glass, very small fragments of which remain. The walls were also covered with 
paintings ; many figures were faintly seen when the chancel was cleaned, but they 
had been so thickly covered with whitewash that it was impossible to preserve any 
of them. 

On the north side of the altar steps is a low tomb, under a crocketed arch, 
ornamented with ball flowers and leaves; the centre finial and pinnacles are 
destroyed. On the south side of the chancel is the singular monument represented 
in plate iii. It is of free-stone, boldly sculptured, and was perhaps originally 
recumbent on an altar tomb. It was discovered in the Mitton chapel, a few years 
since, with the face downwards, having been, in all probability, placed in that 
position to preserve it from being destroyed by the fanatics in the time of the 
commonwealth. From the place in which it was found it is most likely that it 
represents some of the Reede family ; and from the dress of the lady may be con- 
sidered to belong to the reign of Edward the Third. Adjoining this monument, 
under a square canopy, is an altar-tomb, on which lie the figures of a man, woman, 
and child. On the ceiling of the canopy is a figure in the clouds, with the cross 
in his left-hand, and the right held up in the act of blessing. The figure of the 
man is in armour, over which is a long robe ; the sword lies straight between the 
legs of the figure, the feet resting on a lion. The woman is in a close dress, her 
feet resting upon a very distorted human figure ; the hands of both are lifted in 
prayer. There is no inscription on this monument, and, though it would appear to 
be of earlier date, it corresponds in description and situation with one mentioned 
in " Nash's History of Worcestershire," on which he says was this inscription : 

Of your charity pray for the soules of William Reede of Mitton and 
Winiard, esquire, and Katharine his wife, and Thomas theyr ealdest 
Sonne ; whose bodies lie buried under this marble, and who died in the 
year of our Lord 1577, on whose soules our Lord take mercy. 
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BREDON CHURCH. 

On the floor of the chancel is a large slab to the memory of John Prideaux, 
Bishop of Worcester, who was deprived during the civil war, and retired to the 
house of his son-in-law. Dr. Sutton, who was then Rector of this parish ; — the 
inscription is as follows : 

lOHANNES PRIDEAUX Devonibnsis A«. Dm. 1578. 7»»"•17^ 

STOFORDIifi PAOO OBSCVRO^ BED INOENVIS PABENTIBVS NATVS, OxONIiE IN 
COLLEOIO EXONIENSI PRIMVM SOCIVS DEINDE ReCTOR PVIT BLECTVS, QVEM 
LOCVM PER ANNOS FERE 30 TENVIT^ PrOFESSORIS ReOII IN ThEOLOGIA 
VLTRA ANNOS 26 OCCVPAVIT CaTHEDRAM, QVINQVIES ViCE CaNCELLARIATVS 
IN BADEM CELEBERRIMA ACADEBflA ASSECVTVS EST DIGNITATEM PrINCIPI 

Henrico, Regibvs Iacobo & Carolo erat a sacris, e qvorvm vltimo ad 
bpiscopatvm wiggorn fvit evbctvs, blectvs novemb. 22. consbcratvs 
Westmonastereij Dbcemb. 19. 1641. mortem obiit Ivl. 29. A°. Dni. 

1650. iBTATIS 72. 

Above the inscription is a mitre, and in each corner of the stone is a coat of 
arms ; the whole are on brass plates. 

On the floor are slabs to the memory of John Webb, a.m. Fellow of All 
Souls' College, Oxford, and Rector of this parish, who died December 8, 1713, 
aged 59 ; to John Webb, Junior, also Rector, who died September 6, 1724, aged 
36: and to John Pearke, ll.d. Rector, who died January 10, 1787, aged 50. 

Against the wall is a monument with a Latin inscription, to the memory tif 
Henry Sutton, s.t.p, and his two wives; the first of whom was a daughter of 
Bishop Prideaux : he died December 21, 1687, aged 69. Also a tablet to 
the memory of the Rev. John Smith, a.m. who died November 24, 1805, 
aged 79. 

Within the communion rails are monuments to the Rev. Prideaux Sutton, 
Rector and Patron; he died February 3, 1748, aged 70: and to the Rev. John 
Keysall, a.m. who died December 27, 1 836, aged 76. 

The font is octangular, on a shaft of the same shape, each side of which is 
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BREDON CHURCH. 

ornamented with a trefoil-headed arch ; the diameter of the basin is nineteen 
inches, the depth is six inches. 

The following are the principal dimensions of the Church : 

feet, inches. 

Length of nave 62 6 

Ditto of chancel 46 

Entire length of the Church .... 1 27 

Breadth of nave 23 6 

Ditto of nave and aisles 58 10 

Ditto of chancel 21 
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LONG NEWNTON CHURCH, 



WILTSHIRE. 



REV. EDMUND WILLIAM ESTCOURT, M.A., RECTOR. 



The village of Long Newnton is pleasantly situated, about a mile and a half from 
the town of Tetbury, on the road from that place to Malmesbury. 

The old Church of Long Newnton was similar in plan to the present, which 
is built on the old foundations. It consisted of a nave and south aisle, with a 
tower at the west end, and a south porch. There had been a small chapel at the 
north-east comer of the nave, which opened into it by two arches, but the chapel 
had been destroyed, and the arches walled up. These arches, as well as those 
between the nave and aisle, were of early English character. The chancel-arch 
had been destroyed, leaving the opening square instead of pointed ; but the shafts 
which had supported it remained. The east end of the chancel had fiedlen, and 
the wall which replaced it was flush with the east end of the south aisle. There 
was a small piscina in the chancel, and a targe one in the south aisle. The east 
window of the aisle was early English, and is retained in the present Church. 
The west window opposite it, and the tower, were of the latest period of Gothic 
architecture. The font, of the style of the fifteenth century, was, in its ancient 
position, close to the west door. 

The whole of the chancel was overhung by a gallery, which extended from 
the east end to the chancel-arch. There was another at the west end, supported 
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on the western pillar. The tower-arch was blocked up» and the greater part of 
the Church was occupied by large pews. 

There is a brass, near the pulpit, bearing the eflSgy of a priest, with the 
inscription : 

qui oliit xvi lite ranuarir anno IBomtnt mtUetiiino ccccc t^rtto. dtujun 
tLXiixat vtoptttftur Btna. Ztmnt. 

And below, 



tc ptept aul la^int in pattt liextra iattt 0ic^olm» QSftj^ite, nui ytimo 
olitmutt a monaistnto MBlmsiHxit atpultwcam mottuotum fieri in ^at 
tttUaia tt ttmttnii} eftutliem. dtuiun tinttat ptopitietut IBetus. 2lmnt. 

Both these inscriptions are turned upside down. 
The Church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity. 
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OVERBURY CHURCH, 



WORCESTERSHIRE, 



REV. WILLIAM SMITH, B.A., VICAR, 



OvERBURY is in a retired situation, on the south side of Bredon-hill, and at the 
southern extremity of the county : the road from Tewksbury to Evesham passes 
through the village. 

The manor, with the advowson, was given to the Church of Worcester, about 
the year 700, by Ceowulph or Ceolulph, king of the Northumbrians, to whom 
Venerable Bede dedicated his Englisli history : the dean and chapter of Worcester 
are still the patrons. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Faith, and consists of a body and chancel with 
a tower between them, and aisles the same length as the body. The south door, 
which is within a porch, has a round arch, twice recessed, with plain round 
mouldings and slender column^ : as this doorway is of much earlier date than the 
aisle, it is probable there was a porch to the original Church, and that the aisle 
was built on to it in the fourteenth century, which date may also be given to the 
north aisle. On each side of the chancel are two elegant windows, with slender 
banded pillars, and flat pilasters between them ; and at each end of the chancel 
are plain buttresses ; the whole is of the middle of the twelfth century, excepting 
the east window, which is an alteration of the fifteenth century. 

Each aisle is divided fi^m the body of the Church by four round arches, 
resting on short heavy columns with square capitals, the lower part channelled : 



OVERBURY CHURCH. 

the arches have square edges, once recessed, and between each is a small round- 
headed opening, splayed to a considerable width. The west window is a triple 
lancet, with slender half columns against piers detached from the wall. 

The chancel is very elegant : the windows have slender double pillars, banded, 
and from single tall columns at the angles and between the windows, springs a 
groined and ribbed roof. The divisions of the east window are continued below 
the lights, and filled with open tabernacle work, each division being subdivided 
into trefoil arches with quatrefoils above them. 

The font, of the same date as the chancel, is cone-shaped, with sculpture 
in four compartments, namely, a bishop or priest holding a model in his right 
hand ; a bishop, with a nimbus round his head, holding a crozier in each hand ; a 
scroll ornament, and ^ plain cross with the dove : the last is modem, and two 
of the former have been partially restored. The diameter of the basin is eighteen 
inches, and the depth ten inches. 

The pulpit is raised on an open stand, and is ornamented with arches carved 
on it ; the reading desk, and greater part of the pews, are ornamented in the same 
manner. 

The whole length of the Church is ninety-seven feet ; the breadth of the body 
and aisles forty feet, and that of the chancel sixteen feet. 

A judicious improvement was effected in the year 1835, by the exertions of 
the late Rev. W. A. Pruen, then Curate, when the arches of the tower were 
thrown open, and a gallery, which was at the east end of the body of the Church, 
was removed to the west end. 
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